Powtek DVB-FTAM002 Review
After being a Sat enthusiast for quite a while, and being reliant on others to advise feeds for B1 and other Sats, I decided to buy a blind search receiver to find feeds and new transponders for myself. It’s only been recently that a couple of the new generation “blind search receivers” have hit the market. Prior to that, it relied on you having a Nokia or spectrum analyser to find feeds. For a novice like me, that was all too difficult, however now with these new blind search receivers, finding feeds etc is a cinch.

After doing lots of reading on the forums, I decided to purchase the Powtek DVB Receiver as it was the newest on the market and I liked the connections on the back of the unit. After ordering the unit from Jason at aDigitalife, I was surprised at just how small the unit was when I pulled it out of the box. The instructions are a little basic, but easy enough to understand and get you up and running. 
The unit is pictured below:
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Upon initially powering up the unit and hitting the menu button on the remote control, you get the following screen:
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As you can see, the menu system is very simple and a neat feature is the small preview pane which will show you a picture of the channel you were last viewing whilst you navigate through the menu. Pressing the edit menu button, the next screen appears:
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Here, you can perform the normal functions you would expect of a DVB Receiver including deleting channels and moving them into your own custom positions.

The next menu item is Parental control (not much need for this in the FTA realm ( )
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Here, you can also do scheduling and perform firmware updates to the unit.

Channel Searching. 
This is why I bought this receiver! In here lies the key to finding feeds and new transponders. 

[image: image5.jpg]5S¢

[ TPNo 3

TP Frequency 12727 MHz
Symbol Rale 27631 Ksps.
Polarization HORIZONTAL

Skew o
Search Mode __ FREE+Scramble

“Searcl OFF
Add TP
Delele TP

Infense:

Quality:  50% ————————

B < >:select , ok: modify salelile





As you can see, I have edited the very comprehensive satellite name list to include NSS6 in this case. Once you have done this, you simply cursor down to the “Search” icon and press “OK”.
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Here you are faced with 4 options. There are a number of different search types you can perform, however for the majority of people that bought this receiver you will go straight to the “Blind Search” option.
Upon highlighting this option and pressing “OK” you get the following screen:
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Now this is the best bit…here you specify your blind search parameters. Now, if you want to find everything known to man on a particular Sat, you simply cursor straight to the bottom of the screen and hit “Start Search”. This search will take around 20 mins to complete but will cover a huge range of frequencies and symbol rates as well as both horizontal and vertical polarities.
If you are like me, and you want to find feeds on B1 more quickly, I narrow the range of search parameters to:

Start Frequency: 12000 MHz
Finish Frequency: 12750 MHz
Start Symbol Rate: 2000

Finish Symbol Rate: 10000

Polarization: Hor & Ver

This scan takes less than 10 mins and as you know with feeds on B1, they come and go quite quickly. After completing the search, the Powtek will automatically save all channels (both FTA and Encrypted if you chose this option) and are ready for viewing. Just escape out of this menu and you are ready to watch!
Two small observations I have noted are:

· The Powtek does not report FEC anywhere that I could find. To get info on the channel, you simply press the “Info” button on the remote control and it will tell you all you want to know (including PID info) accept the FEC! In my case, I load the Freq, Symbol Rate and Polarisation into my Humax and try each one of the FEC settings until I find the right one.

· Each time a scan is performed on the same Sat, it adds those transponders to the list for that Sat (this is irrespective if the same transponders have already been found). What I found is that when you reach 100 transponders for one Sat, it will not add anymore transponders even if it finds new ones. In this case, I simply delete the duplicates and make room so it can add more transponders next time I scan.

System Setting.
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Quite straight forward here….allows you to set the UHF channel output, video output and the type of TV you have.
Diseqc Positioner
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Diseqc on the Powtek makes this receiver quite unique. For a start it supports V1.0 and V1.2, but the best feature I noticed was being able to control my positioner in variable increments. One frustration I have with my Humax is the default increment is 3 which makes tweaking your dish very difficult. On the Powtek, you can vary the step anywhere between 1 and 20….this is great. Naturally I leave it on 1 to get super fine adjustment of the alignment of my dish!
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As you can see, even without reading the manual, this window is very simple and well laid out and quite easy to use.

Game.
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Not that it interests me, but you can even play a game!
Conclusion

Overall, the Powtek does everything it said it would do easily, quickly and at a good price. I’ve been informed that the transponder issue that I mentioned earlier can be fixed by a software upgrade and that the guys at Powtek are going to continue to develop the unit at a software level so we can get the most out of the unit. If you after a good blind search receiver, I can certainly recommend the Powtek.

Specifications

3000 Channel Memory
Symbol Rate 2-45 MS/s
Input Frequency: 950~2150MHz (L Band)
Input Impedance: 75 OHM (F Type)
Input Level: -65~-25dBm
Symbol Rate: 2~45 MS/s
FEC: ½, 2/3, ¾, 4/5, 5/6, 6/7, 7/8, 8/9
Digital Tuner with loop out
DVB MPEG 2
Demodulation QSK 
SCPC/MCPC Receivable of KU/C Band
Easy Graphic Menu interface
EPG
Picture in graphics
Parental Lock
Search for KU/C/S band all at once
Last channel Memory
2-Scart Connectors
Supports DiSEqC 1.0 & 1.2
Wide scope power switch-90-250vac
13/18/12V,0/22khz Tone
Multi function language
Channel memory for multi satellite
OSD:Transparency & Blending, 8 colours
3 Operation modes-Digital Tv, Digital Radio, Favourite
High speed blind scanning
RS232 Port for uploading software
Front panels Buttons and IR remote controller user interface
PAL/NTSC Compatible
PLL Modulator UHF 21-69
	Weight
	2.5 kg

	Width
	255 mm 

	Height
	60 mm

	Depth
	230 mm

	Warranty
	1 Years 


